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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Mr, Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  ttea  report  for  the  Year  ended  31st 
December,  1953#  together  with  the  Table  of  Vital  Statistics, 

SUMMARY  OF  CENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Area  (in  acres) 

82,842 

Estimated  population  (1951 

Census) 

8,692 

Children  aged  8-4 

609 

Children  aged  5-14 

1,125 

Rateable  Value 

£16,488 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny 

Rate 

£65 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VI TAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR* 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Number 

of 

registered  live  births  (Leg.), 

(illeg,)  • 

40 

4 

16 

3 

24 

1 

Number 

of 

deaths 

ill 

55 

56 

Number 

of 

deaths 

•f  women  ascribed  to  childbirth 

Ni 

1 

Numb  er 

of 

deaths 

•f  infants  1 year  (Leg.), 

1 

1 

— 

(Illeg,). 

•a* 

— 

Number 

of 

deaths 

•f  infants  under  1 month  (Leg,). 

1 

1 

- 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from  tuberculosis 

2 

2 

— 

;S  


, 
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I 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  111  of  whom  56  were 
females.  The  number  of  registered  live  births  were  44.  The  excess 
of  deaths  over  births  is  not  uncommon  in  the  area  where  the  popul- 
ation is  heavily  weighted  by  the  older  age  group. 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  48  and  was  a principal  single 
cause.  Of  the  deaths  from  Heart  Disease  20  were  male  andi  28  female. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (cerebral  haemorrhages, 
etc.,)  and  cancer  in  its  various  forms  claimed  29  victims.  There  were 


2 deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis.  N©  mother  died 
of  child-birth. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CERTAIN  DISEASES.  1953. 

as-  a 

result 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Heart  Disease 

48 

28 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

13 

4 

9 

Other  Disease 

31 

2« 

11 

Cancer 

1 6 

6 

10 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

- 

Accidents 

1 

1 

- 

Suicide 

— 

— 

pi 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  1953* 

4 Adult  Females 
2 Adult  Males 

Non-respiratory  - 1 Female 
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Number  of  oases  transferred  Into  the  area  during  1953*“ 

* Nil 

Gases  token  off  the  register  during  1953s"*  6 as  follows:- 

2 men  cured  and  2 left  area.  1 female  cured  and  1 left  area. 

Deaths  from  T.  B.  during  1953^“ 

3 Male 

Number  on  Register  in  1953* 

Respiratory  Non-Res piratory 

Men  Women  Boys  Girls  Men  Women  Boys  Girls 

31  23  — 1 3 2 1 1 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services,  in  the  .Area, 

(e)  No  ante-natal  or  post  natal  clinic  is  held  in  the  area. 

Expectant  mothers  receive  advice  from  their  own  Medical  practitioners* 

(b)  There  ore  five  Nurses  practising  in  the  area  all  have  the  C.M. B. 
qualifications. 

(c)  The  domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  i.s  carried  out  by  the  District 
Nurse. 

(d)  Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  personfc  own  Medical  Attendant 
but  immunisation  against  diptheria  is  performed  partly  by  the  former 
and  partly  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(e)  The  area  jf  the  Council  is  covered  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service.  For  infectious  cases  there  is  a special  Ambulance  at  the 
West  Wales  Iswlation H ospital  at  Tumble. 
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(l^  Arrangements  for-  the  prevention  of  Illness  consists  in  periodic 
talks  and  advice  given  by  the  staff  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,, 

Care  and  after  care  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Health  Visitors,  andi 

District  Nurses,  Tuberculosis  cases  are  also  followed  up  by  the 

! 

Chest  Physicians  Health:  Visitor, 

(g)  HOSPITALS,,  The  General  Infirmary,  Carmarthen,  at  which  facili- 
ties are  available  for  Operative  Surgery  and  X-ray  there  is  also  a 
Maternity  Home  at  Carmarthen. 

The  Plasnevydd  Mothercraft  Hestel,  Bury  Port  is  administered 
by  the  Carmarthenshire  Counity  Council  for  the  reception  of  unmarried 
mothers,  Illegitimate  children  and  Homeless  children.  Unmarried 
mothers  are  admitted  three  months  before  expected  conf lament  and  are 
retained  for  three  months  after  confinermn.t • 

(b)  Children  deprived  of  Normal  Home  Life  are  cared  for  by  the 
Children* s Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

(i)  Institutional  Provision  for- Mental  Defectives-  is  at  the 
St, David’ s Hospital,  Carmarthen. 

Dlptheria  Immunisation? 

The  incidence  of  dlptheria  continues  to  fall.  It  is  Interesting 
to  know  that  since  1944  when  corrected  notifications  were  first 
kept  the  figures  for  Wales  are  as  follows:- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28865923 
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Year 

Death 

Notifications 

19Wv 

77 

2213 

1 945 

57 

1411 

1946 

41 

1028 

191+7 

19 

441 

1948 

7 

190 

191+9 

1 

102 

1950 

Nil 

62 

1951 

1 

53 

1952 

3 

39 

The  elimination  of  diphtheria  is  conditional  upon  the  mainten- 


ance of  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation  and  parents  should  be 
urged  not  to  leave  their  children  unprotected  against  the  disease. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA* 

Vxvv.v » The  supply  of  water  throughout  the  area  of  the  supply  has  on 
the  whole  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The  bacteriological  character  of 
all  the  water  is  satisfactory;  treatment  by  chlorination  is  installed 
on  the  Llanllwni  Water  Supply  only.  Over  100  miles  of  mains  varying 
in  diameter  from  6 inehes  down  to  Ig-  inches  have  been  put  into 
commission  and  during  the  year  all  the  mains  from  Cwmanne,  Lampeter 
to  Newcastle  Emlyn  have  been  linked  up. 

The  Cenarth  Water  Supply  Scheme  was  started  during  the  year, 
the  scheme  which  has  its  source  at  Maud  si  and  covers:  practically  the 
whole  of  the  Parish  of  Cenarth,  it  is  estimated  to  take  18  months 
to  2 years  to  complete  at  an  estimated  cost  of  over  £80,000. 

All  water  for  commercial  undertaking  is  metered.  230  meters 
have  ’ een  Installed,  chiefly  cn  farm  supplies. 


^ Seven  Parishes  consisting  of  29  villages  are  provided;  with 
a piped  water  supply  and  the  number  of  dwellings  and  population  for 
each  parish  are  calculated  as  follows? ~ 


1.  CEN.4RTH. 

Direct  to  house* 

By  means  of  Standpipes 

2.  LLAMGKLERc. 

Direct  to  houses 
By  means  of  Standpipes 


- 1 64  persons 

- 42  persons 


- 1 203  persons 

- 886  persons 


3. 

Direct  to  houses  - 86l  persons 

By  means  of  Standpipes  - 39$  persons 

4.  LLA  NlBYl'ilER , 


Direct  to  houses 
By  means  of  Standpipes 

5.  PENCARREG* 

Direct  to  houses 
By  means  of  Standpipes 

6*  LLANLLWNI . 

Direct  to  houses 
By  means  of  Standpipes 


- 73>2  persons 

- 432  persons 


- 39O  persons 
-288  persons 


- 436  persons 

- Nil 


7.  LLANFI HANGEL-RHOS-Y-CORN* 


Direct  to  houses  - 172  persons 

By  means  of  Standpipes  - Nil 


Ninety  eight  applications  for  connecting  premises  to  the 


Council* s Water  Mains  were  graited  during  the  year* 
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DR^NAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 

There  are  at  the  moment  no  public  sowers  functioning  in  the 
district,  but  the  work  which  was  commenced  at  Llanybyther  during 
last  year  is  proceeding  satisfactorily.  This  service  is  badly  needed 
throughout  the  area^  especially  in  the  more  congested  villages*, 
Drefach/Velindre,  Pontwelly,  Llanf ihangel^ar-arthi,  Pencader,  Cwmanne, 
and  although  the  Council  has  resolved  to  provide  these  villages  with 
Sewerage  Schemes  it  is  regrettable  that  due  to  the  Government*  s 
restriction  on  Capital  Expenditure  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
proceed.  It  should  also  be  particularly  emphasised  that  progress  on 
Housing  is  at  a standstill  in  the  following  villages,  viz,, 

Pontw ally, P ereader  and  Cwmanne  due  to  the  "Hold  up"  on  Sewerage 
Schemes, 

SCAVENGING- o 

The  system  of  scaverglng  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  the 
Council’s  own  lorry  continues  to  work  very  satisfactory,  consideration 
however,  should  now  be  given  to  a covered  vehicle  which  is  specially 
made  for  the  purpose.  There  are  two  Refuse  Tips  in  the  district,  one 
on  Llanllwni  Mountain  and  the  other  on  rough  land  at  Treale , Near 
Par.tybwlch, 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA: 


Number  of  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  and.  Cowsheds 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Milk  Carts 


215 

66 

We  ekly 


Nutr^pr  of  Inspections  of  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Meat  Shops  and  Meat  Carts 

Number  of  Houses  visited  upon  Notification  of  Infectious 

Diseases 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 
Number  of  Houses  disinfected  upon  request 
Number  of  Inspections  of  the  Reservoirs 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Refuse  Tips, 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Mart  Premises 
Number  of  Water  Inspections 
Inspections  of  Public  Conveniences 

Inspections  of  Sz-Army  Camp,  accommodating  2 families  at 

Llysnewyddi,  Velindre. 

NOT I CBS  SERVED  UNDER  THB  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS, 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


30 

Weekly 

k 

k 

8 

126 

98 

3k 

896 

108 

We  ekly 


18 

16 

2 

2 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Plans  of  the  New;  Houses 
approved  by  you  and  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  Surveyor  during 
the  Year:- 

Number  of  Plans  of  New  Buildings  approved  9 

Number  of  Plans  of  Alterations  and:  Additions  to  Buildings  2 

approved  of 

Number  of  Inspections;  of  Dempcourses  16 

Nuaber  of  Inspections  of  drains  48 


.... 
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HOUSING. 

% 

(a)  STATISTICS. 

NUMB  SR  OF  NSW  HOUSES  ERECT  ED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)): 

(i)  By  the  -^ocal  Authority  16 

(li)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies;  (Forestry)  22 

(iv)  By  private  persons  5 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority: 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  1930  Act  **“ 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  111  of  the  Act  of  1925  —~ 

(o)  For  the  purpose  of  the  1936  Act  16 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

(1)  Built  and  held  under  Part  111  of  Housing  Act,  1925*  — - 

(2)  Built  and  held;  under  Part  11  of  Housing  Act,  1925®  — • 

(3)  Built  and  held  under  1936  Act  122 

1 . INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING-  THE  YEAR. 

(l)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  bousing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  and.  the 
number  of  inspections  made  160/189 


~iO~ 


(2)  %umber  of  Duelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health]  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (Exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably*  fit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  Houses;  demolished  through  being  unoccupied 

2.  REMEDY  OP  DEFECTS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 
NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  .Authority  or  their  Officers 

(l)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(l)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  remedied 

2. (2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Rouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  cf  Owners 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No  proceedings  were  taken  during  1953. 
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CONCLUSI  ON 


.Although  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the 
sphere  of  environmental  health,  the  vital  statistics 
as  a whole,  compare  favourably  with  those  of  other 
areas. 


EViAN  EVANSP 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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